
“If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, the one who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit 

that dwells in you” 
Romans 8:11
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For Further reading on the treatment of 
cremated remains, please refer to The Order of 
Christian Funerals (appendix two), the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (sections 1010-1019, 1680-
1690, 2300-2301), or the information and links on 
our website: www.GilbertCreekOssuary.com

About Us:
We are a family owned and operated custom 
woodwork company located in Menomonie, WI. 
Besides ossuaries, we can also design and build 
beautiful custom church furnishings and millwork 
that reflect the liturgical nature of a church building 
while respecting the surrounding architectural 
design. We understand that what we design for 
churches isn’t just an object – it’s a built form of 
theology that should reveal a deeper meaning by its 
nature. Let us know how we can help you!

Honoring the Cremated Faithful
In the Funeral Liturgy

About Our Ossuaries:
We have designed these ossuaries in response 
to the growing number of cremations and to 
preserve the symbolic gestures and meaningful 
traditions of the Church. We have carefully 
examined these traditions and designed an 
ossuary that beautifully expresses the teachings 
of the Church and helps in giving needed closure 
to families. The participation of the family in 
the liturgy by physically bearing their loved one 
to God helps express "efficacious communion 
with the deceased" (CCC 1684), and it can help 
grieving families experience that closure.

Key structural components are fabricated 
from solid hardwoods, and we use state-of-
the-art commercial finishes for outstanding 
durability. Our ossuaries feature collapsible 
carrying handles and interior straps to secure 
the urn during transport. We offer a full range of 
customization options to fit the decor and style 
of your parish.

The ossuary pictured in this brochure was custom designed 
for St. James Parish in Eau Claire, WI. The shell and cross 
are the symbols of St. James, and are both ancient Christian 
symbols of pilgrimage – reminding us of our earthly 
pilgrimage from baptism to union with God in Heaven.



Addressing Cremation Growth
In 2015, the number of cremations exceeded 
traditional burials in the United States. Cremations 
for Catholics have followed an increasing trend as 
well. Funeral liturgies with cremated remains are 
often perceived and treated very differently, but 
cremated remains of a body should be treated with 
the same respect given to the human body from 
which they come.

Although cremation is now permitted by the Church, 
it does not enjoy the same value as burial of the body. 
The Church clearly prefers and urges that the body of 
the deceased be present for the funeral rites, since the 
presence of the human body better expresses the values 
which the Church affirms in those rites. –OCF 413

Despite the preference of the Church, the faithful 
often choose cremation. This places a special 
challenge on the pastor to show proper respect 
and dignity for the cremated remains, as well as 
to reaffirm the teachings of the Church on the 
resurrection of the body. Unfortunately, cremation 
is sometimes seen as a final disposition of the 
body, as if the body is no longer present. This idea 

is inconsistent with Catholic teaching 
on the resurrection of the body. 

In order to help the transition from traditional 
funerals, we have carefully researched and 
designed our processional ossuary to enhance the 
funeral liturgy and final interment. It is intended to 
give the cremated remains more dignity and honor 
than an urn alone, and by doing so, bears witness 
to the body of the deceased in anticipation of its 
resurrection. 

The cremated remains of a body should be treated 
with the same respect given to the human body from 
which they come. This includes the use of a worthy 
vessel to contain the ashes, the manner in which they 
are carried, the care and attention to appropriate 
placement and transport, and the final disposition. 
–OCF 417

Worthy Vessel
While most cremated remains are contained in 
urns, a beautiful ossuary provides a more enhanced 
and dignified vessel to carry the urn during the 
funeral liturgies. An ossuary is set aside for the 
sole purpose of bearing the dead, and its design 
reflects that sense of dignity.

Manner of Carry
The manner in which the remains are carried 
is very important to consider for liturgies with 
cremated remains. Carrying an urn can seem rather 
awkward and uncomfortable. Our ossuaries are

designed to be carried by four pall bearers in 
the same dignified manner as a casket. This 
emphasizes the idea of spiritually and physically 
commending a loved one to God. They also help 
show the “weightiness” of the remains to express 
the importance of what is within. 

Placement and Transport
Our ossuary functions much like a casket, so 
placement during the liturgy and transport of the 
remains can be similar to a traditional funeral. 
An ossuary requires more than one person to 
transport it, again emphasizing the importance of 
what it contains, and preserving the tradition of 
pall bearers carrying the deceased.

These guidelines highlight the idea that much of 
what is done in the liturgy takes on a physical 
dimension to show a deeper spiritual reality 
or truth. Our processional ossuaries can help 
emphasize these ideas and truths for liturgies 
with cremated remains.


